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 Organization Overview
Avanir Pharmaceuticals is a global pharmaceutical 
company focused on improving patients’ lives by 
acquiring, developing and commercializing novel 
therapeutic products for the treatment of central 
nervous system (CNS) disorders.

Avanir Pharmaceuticals is relentlessly focused and committed to serving patients 
suffering from CNS disorders. These efforts are done by adhering to the following 
principles:

• Advancing innovative treatments and cures
• Excelling in scientific development
• Bringing passion to everything they do

Avanir is a subsidiary of Otsuka America, Inc. (OAI), a holding company 
established in the U.S. in 1989. OAI is wholly owned by Otsuka Pharmaceutical 
Co., Ltd. Avanir Pharmaceutical has two main products used for treatments of CNS 
disorders:

• NUEDEXTA is the first and only FDA approved treatment for PseudoBulbar 
Affect (PBA), a medical condition that causes involuntary, sudden, and frequent 
episodes of crying and/or laughing in people living with certain neurologic 
conditions or brain injury.

• ONZETRA® Xsail® is the first intranasal medication delivery system for the acute 
treatment of adult migraines.

Learn more about Avanir Pharmaceuticals here. History

https://www.avanir.com/
https://www.avanir.com/about/history
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C    Commit to serving together
• Show compassion, get involved and advocate for patients, care givers, 

customers, communities, each other, and our company

A    Achieve with integrity
• Be transparent, honest, and accountable for yourself and others

R      Rise to the challenge
• Be curious, explore beyond your comfort zone, and drive innovation
• Show grit; be tough, tenacious and resilient

E      Energize each other
• Engage with enthusiasm
• Celebrate and contribute to each other’s successes
• Collaborate and harness our collective power

Together We Care. Together We Are Avanir.

When there’s a patient, caretaker or provider in need - we’ll protect.
When there’s a call for innovative treatment solutions - we’ll answer.
When there’s a CNS case that seems unsolvable - we’ll challenge.

It’s who we are- we’re fighters. It’s why we’re here. We are Avanir.

Vision:

Delivering innovative CNS solutions to improve the lives of patients and their 
care communities.

Mission:

Values:



 Position Description

Overview

The Associate Director, Information Security is responsible for the overall design, 
execution and day-to-day management of Avanir’s information security capabilities 
in alignment with appropriate global information security standards. As the 
architect and thought leader in developing a comprehensive, risk-based information 
security strategy and roadmap, drive the maturity of Avanir’s people, processes and 
tools to support and enhance this critical business capability. In partnership with 
other Otsuka affiliates, they will adapt and adopt enterprise information security 
frameworks, define and align on shared capabilities and represent Avanir’s needs 
within the Otsuka affiliate information security community.

The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate a hand’s-on approach to 
developing and managing information technology related risk assessment programs, 
vendor assessment programs, incident response programs, and information security 
audits; be equally comfortable in creating strategic plans and acting tactically to 
implement their vision. They will align Information Security risk management 
activities with Avanir’s business objectives and risk tolerance; identifyand mitigate 
potential risks through threat analysis and support initiatives for Avanir and Otsuka 
global standards and compliance.

The Associate Director, Information Security has the ultimate responsibility for 
instantiating an information security aware culture and a business application 
security infrastructure in alignment with the highest quality standards, with success 
demonstrated through clear metrics and reporting.

This position will report directly to Avanir’s Chief Information Officer (CIO).
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Key Responsibilities:

• Analyze and assess the current and future information security threat landscape; 
develop, implement and continuously improve Avanir’s information security 
program to ensure that an effective, risk-based security mindset is embedded 
throughout all people, processes and systems

• Create, socialize and implement an information security strategy and roadmap 
based on Avanir’s current risk assessment and gap analysis

• Provide guidance and recommendations to Avanir’s CIO regarding prioritization of 
investments and projects that mitigate risks and reduce vulnerabilities

• Lead security programs and initiatives to support business objectives and manage 
technology related risks to an acceptable level

• Provide ongoing security reviews designed to evaluate the current environment as 
well as new and emerging features and technologies to improve Avanir’s security 
posture

• Develop  and execute risk assessments and analysis initiatives, including the design 
and integration of solutions for risk assessments (internal or external assessments)

• Develop and execute local programs, policies and processes to ensure compliance 
with applicable governance policies, such as Otsuka’s global CSIRT policy
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Key Responsibilities Cont’d:

• Collaborate within Avanir and across Otsuka information security counterparts to 
ensure alignment to global security standards

• Manage audit remediation initiatives across the infrastructure and information 
systems to satisfy compliance requirements and manage risks to an acceptable level

• In partnership with Avanir’s key stakeholders, develop, publish and maintain 
comprehensive information security and privacy standards, policies, procedures 
and guidelines and enforce these in compliance with applicable global, federal and 
state regulations and standards

• In partnership with Avanir’s compliance and legal functions, act as the Avanir IT 
contact for follow-up on information security incidents, oversee development of 
response plans and provide timely update reporting

• Monitor information security trends and evolving technologies and keep senior 
management informed about related information security issues and implications 
for the Company

• Conduct regular and ongoing monitoring of and reporting on Company-wide 
compliance with information security standards and policies
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Qualifications:

• Bachelor’s degree in Information Technology, Engineering or related technical or 
business field

• 14+ years of related experience in an Information Technology role; 7+ years’ 
experience serving in a management and leadership role within an Information 
Security function (IT Security, IT Audit, etc.) or a similar consulting organization is 
required

• Strong technical skills relevant to Information Security such as secure coding 
standards, ethical hacking techniques, IDS/IPS, and SEIM

• Working knowledge of information security technologies, markets and vendors 
including firewall, intrusion detection, assessment and monitoring tools, encryption, 
certificate authority, and cloud identity management

• Proficiency with MS Office applications and common web applications

• Familiarity with global Information Security industry standards/best practices 
and relevant regulations (e.g., PCI DSS, HIPAA, GDPR, NIST, ISO, CobiT, ISF)
CISSP, CISM, CISA, GCIH, CEH or other related information security certifications 
preferred

• Core competencies for this role include: Adapt to Change – demonstrate 
Organizational Awareness, Self-Awareness, Proactivity and Learning Agility, Work 
Collaboratively – embody Teamwork, Influence without authority, and demonstrate 
Technical Expertise, Apply Judgment – effectively leverage Prioritization, Problem 
Solving and Decision Making skills to achieve superior results



Aliso Viejo, California

Aliso Viejo is a 6,600-acre planned community in 
South Orange County, located midway between 
Los Angelas and San Diego. The city landscape 
includes rolling hills and gorgeous views of 
mountains, streams, parks, and city lights.

Incorporated in 2001, Aliso Viejo has high 
performing schools and is also ranked as the 10th 
safest city in America and California’s 3rd safest 
city by Alarms.org.

The city has an expansive national park, a 
wilderness preserve, and access to a network 
of nature trails for hiking, mountain biking 
and horseback riding. In addition, world-class 
beaches, such as Laguna Beach are nearby.

“No. 9 Best 
Place to Live 
in California 
for Families”

- WalletHub





Aliso Viejo...
“Live Life Inspired”

Top 25 

   Forbes’ cities to live well 



700average daily 
temperature 

30miles 
of nature trails

~50K
population

24+miles 
of beaches

100unique 
dining experiences 



Procedure for
Candidacy
Interested candidates should apply online at 
kirbypartners.com. 

Final candidates should expect two interviews 
with Kirby Partners recruiters (including a video 
conference interview).  You may be asked to 
complete an Executive Profile and submit references 
to be considered for presentation to the search 
committee. 

All inquiries will be treated in confidence.

Contact: 
Bryan Kirby
407.788.7302 
bskirby@kirbypartners.com

Kirby Partners is a leading executive search firm specializing exclusively 
in healthcare and cybersecurity. We leverage our 30 years of experience to 
efficiently place leaders at top organizations.

Kirby Partners does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment. The material 
presented in this position specification should be relied on for informational purposes only. This material has been copied, compiled, or quoted in 
part from client documents and personal interviews and is believed to be reliable. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this 
information, the original source documents and factual situations govern.

mailto:bskirby%40kirbypartners.com?subject=

