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The people of Southern Illinois Healthcare 
(SIH), a not-for-profit health care system, 
are dedicated to promoting the health and 
well-being of all of the people in the seven 
county primary service area they serve. 
SIH is comprised of over 30 facilities, 
including three inpatient hospitals, three 
clinics, numerous physician offices, three 
walk-in clinics and dedicated centers that 
include neurology, cancer, heart, sleep, and 
rehabilitation.

SIH is also affiliated with SIU School 
of Medicine, Rehabilitation Institute of 
Chicago, and Prairie Heart Institute.

SIH is a member of the BJC Collaborative, 
a partnership among health care systems 
throughout Illinois, Missouri, and Eastern 
Kansas. 

Memorial Hospital of Carbondale is the 
flagship hospital for SIH and regional referral 
center for the 16 county southern Illinois 
region with practicing physicians in over 45 
different specialties:
• 154-bed tertiary care hospital
• Southern Illinois’ largest and most 

spacious birthing center with Level II 
Plus Special Care Nursery

• Only dedicated pediatric unit in the 
region

• The core hospital for SIH’s 
comprehensive, regional heart program, 
Prairie Heart Institute.

• High level surgical capabilities including 
daVinci technology

• Affiliated with SIU School of Medicine 
through its Family Practice Residency 
Program

• Neuroscience program including 
neurosurgery and a designated Primary 
Stroke Center

• Accredited by the Commission on Cancer 
for comprehensive cancer treatment



Mission, &
Vision

Mission: SIH is dedicated to improving the health and well-being of all the people in the 
communities we serve.

Vision: Creating a healthy Southern Illinois made stronger by acts of caring that transform 
lives.

SIH's mission is guided by their values: compassion, collaboration, quality, stewardship, 
integrity, accountability, and respect. Over 3,700 employees, along with physicians and 
volunteers, work together to achieve their mission and ensure that the health care needs of those 
they serve are met. SIH offers services in rural clinics, collaborating with some of America’s 
best hospitals and improving their communities through their charitable community benefits 
programs.

SIH's response to the COVID pandemic is rooted in the same founding principles created 75 
years ago to provide, grow and thrive healthcare in the Southern Illinois area. SIH's actions 
are rooted in compassion, vision, energy, and a high level of skill and tolerance. SIH founders' 
common values of service to country and individuals come through as SIH holds the hands of 
the dying, comfort sick patients and family members and create a safe environment for staff and 
visitors. 



Vice
President/
CIO 

Overview

The Southern Illinois Healthcare Vice 
President/CIO will direct this 3-hospital 
system’s information technology department 
to continue working towards the industry’s 
best IT practices.

The CIO will direct the planning and 
implementation of enterprise IT systems to 
improve cost effectiveness, service quality, 
and business development. 

This key system leader will oversee a staff of 
125 IT team members, report to the CEO, 
and is a member of the Executive Team.

 

Initial projects include:

• Transition a recently acquired hospital to 
SIH systems

• Develop plans to continue optimizing 
applications and technology

• Further the growth of telemedicine
• With the CHIO, continue to move 

informatics programs forward
• Continue consolidating business and 

clinical system throughout the enterprise

 SIH utilizes Epic as its EHR.



Position Scope

• Participate in strategic and operational decisions as 
a member of the senior management team.

• Lead IT strategic and operational technology 
planning to improve cost effectiveness, service 
quality, and business development.

• Develop and maintain an appropriate IT 
organizational structure that supports the needs of 
the business.

• Develop, track, and control operating and capital 
budgets.

• Strategically invest IT monies in technology that 
provides value.

• Direct development and execution of enterprise-
wide disaster recovery and business continuity 
plans.

• Assess and make recommendations on the 
improvement or re-engineering of the IT 
organization team.

• Delegate authority and accountability to staff to 
ensure optimal outcomes and staff engagement.



The Qualified
Candidate

Required:

• Bachelor degree 
• Eight+ years of progressive supervisory experience
• Seven+ years of healthcare Information Technology management experience
• A proven background in community and rural healthcare management 
 
Preferred:

• Master’s Degree
• Epic experience 
• Lean experience 

Other:

• Residency in or relocation to the Carbondale, Illinois area is required
• Covid vaccination is required for employment



Carbondale, 
Illinois

Located 100 miles southeast of St. Louis and 
300 miles south of Chicago, Carbondale 
is a “college-town” offering a low cost of 
living, great schools, and a strong sense of 
community.  

Carbondale is home to a thriving business 
community strongly boosted by Southern 
Illinois University-Carbondale, recognized 
nationally for outstanding education, 
research, and athletics. 

The area is surrounded by the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, scenic lakes, and a 
national forest that provide abundant 
outdoor recreational opportunities, 
including two stops along the Southern 
Illinois Golf Trail.

Carbondale has excellent Amtrak service 
with three trains daily to and from Chicago, 
and with one train daily to and from 
Memphis and New Orleans.

Relocation Information



Recognized as an American Viticulture Area, southern 
Illinois is a top tourist destination for its wineries. 
The entire region features more than 18 wineries 
and 55 vineyards. The Shawnee Hills Wine Trail 
encompasses these award-winning wineries, offering 
tasting, picnicking and overnight bed and breakfast 
opportunities.

Area state parks and Rend Lake, named one of 
the “Seven Wonders of Illinois,” provide ample 
opportunities for boating, fishing, hiking, camping, 
rock climbing, horseback riding, and cycling. 

Southern Illinois University provides the backdrop in 
Carbondale for many cultural and sporting events. The 
university Shryock Auditorium is the focal point for a 
wide variety of musical performances and lectures, and 
home to exciting Sunset Concerts during the summer 
months. There are also many opportunities to enjoy 
seasonal festivals and events all year round.



Fast Facts

30+
Award-winning 
wineries

21
State parks

25 
Golf courses

25K+
Population

14
Minutes average 
commute



Carbondale is known for a number of yearly 
festivals and events including:

• Big Muddy Film Festival (February/
March)

• Brown Bag Concerts (a spring and fall 
series of free outdoor concerts in the 
Town Square Pavilion)

• Great Cardboard Boat Regatta (April)
• Indian celebration of Diwali (December)
• Lights Fantastic parade in December
• Sunset Concerts (a summer series of free 

outdoor concerts on the Southern Illinois 
University campus and in city parks)

• Taste of Chocolate (February)

Resources for learning more about Southern 
Illinois:

Carbondale Chamber of Commerce

New Resident Information

Explore Carbondale

https://www.carbondalechamber.com/
https://www.explorecarbondale.com/394/New-Resident-Information
https://www.explorecarbondale.com/394/New-Resident-Information
https://vimeo.com/101931617


Interested candidates should apply online at kirbypartners.com. 

If you would like to have a confidential, informal conversation before applying please 
contact us.

Final candidates should expect two interviews with Kirby Partners recruiters (including a 
video conference interview).  You may be asked to complete an Executive Profile and submit 
references to be considered for presentation to the search committee. 

Contact: 

Most healthcare organizations struggle to 
effectively hire key executives. As the leading 
healthcare technology retained search firm, Kirby 
Partners is the solution for organizations who 
want to “Hire for Impact.”

We’re a Forbes’ America’s Best Executive Search 
Firm and have partnered strategically with 
healthcare organizations across the U.S. since 
1989.  Our  headquarters is located in Lake 
Mary, FL.

Kirby Partners does not discriminate based on race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, marital status, and/or political affiliation in its programs, activities, or employment. The material 
presented in this position specification should be relied on for informational purposes only. This material has been copied, compiled, or quoted in 
part from client documents and personal interviews and is believed to be reliable. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this 
information, the original source documents and factual situations govern.

Procedure for Candidacy

About Us

Steve Bennett
Vice President
sbennett@kirbypartners.com
407-788-7307
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